Higgins says no widespread backing for ethical
society

President notes role of ‘individualism’ and ‘insatiable consumption’ in economic crisis
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President Michael D Higgins has said that there is “no clear evidence” that there is a
“major popular demand” for equality or that there is widespread support for an
ethical society.

Nor is there evidence of a groundswell of support for a version of the State that might
introduce equality, said Mr Higgins in an address at NUI Galway (NUIG) on Monday
night.

Marking the 50th anniversary of NUIG’s social sciences research centre, Mr Higgins
said that it had been “greatly inspiring to witness the real will that exists to envision a
new version of citizenship, one that is fair and equitable and allows all its people to
flourish”, he said.

“We cannot, however, assume that widespread support for an ethical society now
exists, and that it is there for the calling upon into existence,”he said.

“There is no clear evidence that equality is a major popular demand, or that there is a
groundswell of support for a version of the State that might introduce it,”he
continued.

“Since the 1980s, the redistributive state has lost support as ever more ground was
conceded to an extreme individualism grounded in a hegemonic version of the
market without limit — even into areas of social vulnerability,” he said.

The failure of all of the people to “question. .. the concepts of individualism and
insatiable consumption” had been “one of the contributing factors of our recent
economic crisis”, Mr Higgins told his audience.

“The building of a Republic on true republican values such as equality was, for much
of the modern period of our history, a task for the future, frequently to be dismissed
as utopian,” he said.

‘Welcome signs’

Today, the challenge is to understand the connections between the State, society and
economy, he added, saying that there were some “welcome signs of change”, such as
the addition of politics and society to the Leaving Certificate syllabus next year.

Referring to the recent spate of terrorist attacks in Paris and elsewhere, Mr Higgins
acknowledged the “understandable fear in many parts of the world in the face of

terrorist attacks and deepening conflict”.

The President called for a “considered response”. It was of the “greatest importance”
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that this focussed on “addressing the root causes of such conflicts, including those
factors which lead young people to be made vulnerable to exploitation by extremist
and criminal elements”.

The NUIG life course institute’s principles of “connecting discourses” were “of
particular importance and relevance to the wider global challenges we all face at this
time,” said Mr Higgins.

Earlier, Mr Higgins visited Scoil Bhride primary school in Shantalla, and was also
presented with an honorary award from Galway Unesco city of Film for his
“outstanding contribution” to the west’s film and television industry during his term
as Labour minister for arts.

READ MORE

» Second Opinion: Warning - Curtailing civil liberties is bad for your health

» Trio face trial for heckling Michael D Higgins during w ater protest

66 Number of Irish held in prison abroad and seeking help steadily increasing

Get every story, every day, wherever you are. Subscribe.

MORE FROM THE IRISH TIMES

Health Opinion

CSO finds 80% of people report Kathy Sheridan: What can liberals
good or very good health learn from the US election?
English Soccer District Court

‘I lost my career’ — former pro Man steals five selection boxes but
Andy Woodward opens up on gardai have him by the Curly
sexual abuse Wurly s

More from around the web

Promotedstories from Outbrain

Ranking the Homes of The most addictive Photos That Would Of 7 Tricks To Leamn Any

NFL Pros game of the year! Had Obama Out Of Language Within 7
Mansion Global byDowJones ~ Play with 14 million... Office Years Ago Days
Forge Of Empires Buzztache Babbel

What's this? - Recommended by



